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Cooper was a happy little monkey. 

He lived in the monkey cage at the 
zoo with all the other monkeys. 

Every day, many people came to  
see the monkeys play and swing  
from the tree branches.
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They liked to watch Cooper as he  
did his tricks. 

He would hang upside down from  
the branches. 

He would swing and fly through  
the trees. 

When he let go, he would land on  
his feet and roll. 

He made the children laugh.
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But something had changed. 

Now when the people came to the 
monkey cage, Cooper was asleep.
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The other monkeys would run, jump, 
and play. 

They would swing in the trees. 

They would make funny faces. 

Cooper just slept near a rock under 
the trees.
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Every day at feeding time, the 
zookeeper watched Cooper eat  
all his food. 

He watched him drink his water.
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He checked Cooper’s arms and legs. 

They were still strong. 

He checked his eyes and ears. 

They were fine.
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What was wrong with Cooper?21
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The zookeeper was puzzled.22
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He didn’t know that Cooper had a 
new trick. 

At night, the zoo was quiet and the 
other animals were asleep. 

But, Cooper was awake.
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He was a clever little monkey. 

He had learned to open the lock on 
the monkey cage.
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As soon as Cooper was free,  
he went to the swings on the  
children’s playground.
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He would swing higher and higher 
until the swings went over the bar.
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He would spin the swings in circles. 

Finally they were tangled. 

He couldn’t spin anymore.
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When the sun came up and the  
other animals awoke, Cooper went 
back to the monkey cage. 

He was tired, so he slept all day.
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Cooper would have more fun tonight.35
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