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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

Students look at the front cover, read the title, author, and illustrator.  
Students browse the Table of Contents and book to predict what they will learn about.

Teacher reads page 4 aloud.

Introduce Book

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 1

Third Read

In paragraph 1, the author included a few facts about Martin Luther King Jr. In paragraph 2, she included 
a quote from him. The purpose of the introduction is to interest the reader in the story of the life of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. is an American hero, who taught people how to get their civil rights 
without violence. 

 Paragraph(s) 1

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

 Paragraph(s) 2

Students read to the stop sign      highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

Martin Luther King Jr. is an American 
hero who worked for civil rights.

He taught by example how to get rights without 
violence and was seen as a leader by many.

Reread paragraphs 1-2. Why did the author include this Introduction?  
Find and underline the sentence that supports your answer. 
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Martin Luther King Jr. is an 

American hero. He spent his life 

working for civil rights. Civil 

rights protect everyone from 

discrimination and ensure that 

all people are treated fairly. He 

organized marches, protests, and 

boycotts to help people learn how 

to make changes. 

Dr. King taught by example, using 

the power of his words, how to 

get these rights without violence. 

In one of his speeches, he said he 

dreamed that his children 

“…will not be judged by the 

color of their skin but the 

content of their character.” 

Many African Americans saw him 

as a leader.

Introduction
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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 5 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 2

Third Read

In paragraph 3, the text says Martin Luther King Jr. wanted to be a preacher like his father and grandfather. 
He wanted to serve his community.

King, a good student, received several degrees, then returned to Georgia with his wife to become 
a preacher and work for civil rights.

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

Reread paragraph 3.  
How did the jobs of his father and grandfather relate to King’s job choice?  
Find and underline the sentence. 

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

 Paragraph(s) 3  Paragraph(s) 4-5  Paragraph(s) 6

King was born in Georgia and 
wanted to be a minister like 
his father and grandfather.

King was a good student and 
received several degrees.

In 1954, King and his 
wife returned to Georgia 
where he preached and 
worked for civil rights.
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King was born in 1929 and he grew 

up in Atlanta, Georgia (see map on 

Reference page). Both his father 

and grandfather were ministers. 

Even as a teenager, King wanted 

to serve his community. He later 

decided to become a preacher like 

his father and grandfather.

King worked very hard in school. 

In elementary school, he received 

good grades. He did so well in 

high school that he skipped two 

grades. Because of this, King was 

able to start Morehouse College in 

Atlanta when he was 15 years old.

After he graduated, King went 

to Crozer Theological Seminary 

in Pennsylvania. A seminary is 

a college that trains priests and 

ministers. He achieved the best 

grades in his class. While there, 

he met a woman named Coretta 

Scott and a few years later, they 

were married. Following King’s 

graduation from Crozer, he went 

to Boston University to get a 

doctoral degree in theology. 

In 1954, King and his wife, 

Coretta, returned to the South. 

King became the preacher at a 

church in Montgomery, Alabama. 

He started working with others for 

civil rights. 

The Early Years

Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s childhood home.
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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 6 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 3

Third Read

In paragraph 9, the author claims, “Some of these laws made it hard for African Americans to vote.” 
He supports this claim in the sentence that says, “they could not vote if they did not own land or pass a 
test.” Also, many African Americans in the South were poor and could not pay the poll taxes.

Southern states had “Jim Crow” laws that were unfair to African-Americans and did not allow 
many of them to vote.

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

Reread paragraph 9.  
The author claims, “Some of these laws made it hard for African Americans to vote.”  
How does the author support this claim? Find and underline the sentence.

 Paragraph(s) 7  Paragraph(s) 8  Paragraph(s) 9

Slaves in the South were freed 
after the Civil War.

“Jim Crow” laws were unfair to 
African Americans.

Many African Americans could 
not vote.
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Some of these laws made it hard 

for African Americans to vote. In 

certain states, they could not vote 

if they did not own land or pass 

a test. Many states also had “poll 

taxes.” People had to pay these tax-

es before they could vote. Many 

African Americans in the South 

were poor and could not pay the  

poll taxes.  

Rex Theatre for Colored People, Leland, 
Mississippi - June 1937 by Dorothea Lange

King grew up in the part of 

the country called the South.  

Southern states used to allow  

slavery. African American slaves 

could not leave the people who 

owned them. After the Civil War, 

the slaves were freed. 

Later, new laws were made, named 

“Jim Crow” laws. The term “Jim 

Crow” came from an old song that 

made fun of African Americans. 

Many states once had these laws, 

which were unfair to former slaves. 

Most of these laws were in the  

Southern states.

Life in the South

Waiting for a bus at the Memphis Station, 1943.

A cafe with separate doors for “White” and  
for “Colored.”
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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 7 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

 Paragraph(s) 10  Paragraph(s) 11  Paragraph(s) 12

Jim Crow laws separated 
African Americans from 

white people.

Rosa Parks was arrested 
because she refused to give her 

seat to a white person.

King led a bus boycott 
and a year later the law 

was changed.

In paragraph 10, the author says, “They could not go to the same restaurants or hotels as white people.” 
Also, “They had to get up if a white person wanted a seat.”

Jim Crow laws separated whites from African Americans. King led a bus boycott that led to the 
changing of the law.

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

Reread paragraph 10.  
Explain how Jim Crow laws made it illegal for African Americans to do things that white people 
could. Find and underline one detail you found in the text to support your answer.

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 4
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When Dr. King heard about that, 

he led African Americans in a 

boycott. They stopped riding buses 

in Montgomery and demanded 

that the law be changed. This 

boycott lasted over a year. Finally, 

the Supreme Court decided that 

the bus law was illegal.

Jim Crow laws made it illegal for 

African Americans to do many 

things. They could not go to the 

same restaurants or hotels as white 

people. They had to use separate 

drinking fountains. On buses, they 

had to sit in the back. They had to 

get up if a white person wanted  

a seat.

In 1955, a woman named Rosa 

Parks made a big decision. One day 

on the bus, a white person wanted 

her seat. The law in Montgomery, 

Alabama, let white passengers take 

seats from African Americans. 

Ms. Parks refused to stand up and  

was arrested.

The Bus Boycott

Rosa Parks (right)

Segregated water fountains
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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

The captions help me understand that Martin Luther King Jr. was a well-known civil rights leader. In paragraph 
15, the text says he went to many cities to give speeches and lead protests. 

Reread the captions under the photographs on this page.  
Explain what information they help you understand.  
Find and underline the sentence to which they refer. 

Martin Luther King Jr., who became a well-known civil rights leader, continued to preach non-violence 
even though he and others were threatened, arrested, and beaten.

 Paragraph(s) 13  Paragraph(s) 14  Paragraph(s) 15

King made the bus boycott 
successful without violence.

King preached non-violence even 
though others were threatened, 

arrested, and beaten.

King became a well-known civil 
rights leader.

Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 8 aloud.

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 5

Third Read

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.
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King helped make the bus boycott 

a success. The boycott did not use 

violence to cause a change. Still, 

many people did not want to give 

African Americans civil rights.

King and others in his community 

were threatened. His house was 

bombed and some churches were 

bombed. Many African Americans 

were beaten, arrested, and even 

killed. However, King always 

preached nonviolence. He did not 

believe in hurting others.

Over time, King became a well-

known civil rights leader. He went 

to many cities to give speeches and 

lead protests.

Preaching Nonviolence

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaking at the Civil 
Rights March on Washington, Aug. 28, 1963.

Civil Rights leaders, Martin Luther King Jr. included, march on Washington D.C.
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Reader Tasks - Quick Write 6

Third Read

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.

14
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Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 9 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

 Paragraph(s) 16  Paragraph(s) 17  Paragraph(s) 18-19

King was jailed after a protest 
march and wrote a letter 

saying that the country must 
give equal rights to all.

King gave his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech.

Soon, laws began to change to 
give equal rights to all people.

In paragraph 17, the text says the speech is called “I Have a Dream” because Martin Luther King Jr. says 
that he has a dream that someday, all people would be equal. (context)

Following King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a Dream” speech, laws began to change to 
give all people equal rights.

Reread paragraph 17. Underline the name of King’s famous speech.  
Why is it called the“I Have a Dream” speech?  
Find and underline the sentence that supports your answer. 
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In 1963, King visited Birmingham, 

Alabama. He went there to help 

protest unfair laws. He led a march, 

was arrested, and sent to jail. While 

there, he wrote a letter that soon 

became famous. It is now called 

“Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” 

It said that the country could no 

longer wait to give equal rights to 

all people.

That summer, King went to 

Washington, D.C. A march for jobs 

and civil rights was to be held 

there. King gave a famous speech 

that became known as the “I Have 

a Dream” speech. It was about 

his dream that someday, all people 

would be equal.

In 1964, the year after King’s  

“I Have a Dream” speech, a new law 

was passed. It was called the Civil 

Rights Act. It says that Americans 

cannot be treated unfairly because 

of their race, color, religion, sex, or 

national origin.

That same year, poll taxes became 

illegal. The next year, another law 

protected the right to vote which 

applied to people of all races. All 

adults can vote, as long as they are 

American citizens. These changes 

were some of Dr. King’s biggest 

civil rights victories.

King’s Famous Words New Civil Rights

Civil Rights March on Washington, D.C. [Leaders marching.]
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Students respond to the question or task from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their Close  
Reading Portfolio.
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Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 10 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 7

Third Read

I think “Peaceful Preacher and Protester” would be a good heading for page 10 because it describes Martin 
Luther King Jr. I chose this heading because King protested unequal laws, but he did it with marches and 
boycotts. He gave speeches preaching the use of non-violence.

King, who taught non-violence, was shot and killed. His life and work are honored with a 
national holiday.

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Students determine the main idea, and then write it in the margins.

Reread page 10. Create a new heading for this page that restates the key idea for this page.  
Underline words or phrases that support your answer. 

Summarize the key idea of this passage in 25 words or less.

 Paragraph(s) 20-21  Paragraph(s) 22  Paragraph(s) 23

King was in Tennessee where 
he gave a speech saying he had 

no fear.

King was shot and killed at 39 
years old.

King’s life and work are honored 
with a national holiday.
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On April 3, 1968, King was in 

Memphis, Tennessee for a rally 

of African American sanitation 

workers who were striking for 

better pay and better treatment. 

That evening Dr. King gave a  

speech saying,

 “…I’ve seen the promised 

land. I may not get there with 

you. …I want you to know 

tonight, that we…will get to 

the promised land…I’m not 

worried about anything. I’m 

not fearing any man.” 

The next day Martin Luther King 

Jr. was shot and killed. He was 39 

years old.

Throughout his life, Dr. King 

worked for justice for all people. He 

taught that nonviolence is better 

than violence and that everyone is 

valuable. Each January, America 

remembers his work and his life 

with a national holiday in his honor. 

Conclusion

The site of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. at the Lorraine Motel, part of the National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. The wreath marks the approximate site.
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Students respond to one of the questions or tasks from the Third Read in the Quick Write section of their 
Close Reading Portfolio.

Students read to the stop sign  highlighting difficult and challenging words and phrases.  
Students use strategies to work through the decoding and meaning of words. Students 
restate or paraphrase the text to demonstrate their understanding. 

Voices is a firsthand account of a person who was in the crowd when Martin Luther King Jr. gave his  
“I Have a Dream” speech. 

Voices is written in the form of a diary entry. It has a date, uses the first person “I,” and appears to be 
hand-written. 

The writer uses certain words and phrases to show the crowd’s feelings during King’s speech.  
These words include: powerful, excited, shook the heart and soul, clapped and cheered, and energy.

Identify the point of view and purpose of Voices.

Identify the text form used for Voices.  
Cite and underline evidence to support your answer. 

Identify and underline the writer’s words in the diary entry that show the crowd’s feelings during 
King’s speech.

Students discuss what was learned in the previous lesson. Students explore the page.  
Students identify the text features used in the text. Students predict what they will learn.

Teacher reads page 11 aloud.

Review and Explore

First Read

Second Read

Reader Tasks - Quick Write 8

Third Read
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August 28, 1963

Today I attended one of the most powerful human gatherings  

in history. 

An excited crowd gathered in Washington, D.C. at the Lincoln Memorial. 

I was one of what seemed like a million people. 

We all watched and listened to some speakers and musicians, and then 

to Martin Luther King Jr. He delivered a speech that shook the hearts 

and souls of everyone there. His booming voice sounded for miles and 

seemed to move mountains. It felt like all of America  

was listening. 

I had never seen anyone speak with so much conviction in my life! The 

woman next to me wept. A boy sat on his dad’s shoulders to my left, 

looking out over the sea of people watching intently. People clapped 

and cheered for Dr. King’s words. 

The energy that he created in those fifteen minutes of speaking will 

stay with me for the rest of my life.   

(A fictional diary entry from an “I Have a Dream Speech” attendee)
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One important issue for civil rights leaders was the right to vote. In 1965, 

they decided they needed to do something to call attention to this matter. 

The decision was made to make a peaceful march. This march would be from 

Selma to Montgomery. Montgomery is the state capital of Alabama.

 

On March 7, about 600 protesters made the first attempt. It ended in 

violence. Dr. King was not in Selma that day. He had church duties elsewhere. 

This day now is known as “Bloody Sunday.” Dr. King led a second march 

from Selma on March 9. Again, the marchers were halted, or stopped, by 

law enforcement. In order to avoid any further violence, Dr. King led the 

protesters in prayer. He then asked them to go away peacefully.

 

Finally, on March 21, about 

3200 marchers left Selma. They 

were under federal protection. 

The marchers continued on to 

Montgomery. They arrived on 

March 25.

Additional Source

Directions: Carefully read the passage below.

Dr. and Mrs. Martin Luther King as the Abernathy children march on the 
front line, leading the march from Selma to Montgomery.  

Selma to Montgomery
by George Lewis

1

2

3

Read the passage to students. 

Provide a litt le background 
knowledge, but not so much that 
the students do not need to read 
the passage to complete the tasks 
or answer the questi ons. 

Students read the 
passage independently. 

Students complete the tasks and 
answer the questi ons on the facing 
page.

Use the Scoring Rubric on the 
facing page to score each task or 
answer.

Close Reading Check

NOTES!

The “Additi onal Source” is provided 
for two purposes. 

One, students will use this passage to 
the right to complete the Close Reading 
Check on the facing page. 

Reading this passage and completi ng 
the Close Reading Check is meant to 
determine how well students are able to 
approach and comprehend complex and 
challenging text. 

Over ti me, students should demonstrate 
higher levels of profi ciency with each 
Close Reading Check. 

Two, students will use this passage 
to the right as an additi onal source to 
complete the writi ng prompt located 
aft er the Close Reading Check. 

Follow these steps.

Additional Source

20
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1.  Find the word halted in paragraph 2. In the space provided, write your
meaning of the word. Then, identify the strategy you used to determine
the meaning. Finally, explain how this strategy was helpful to you.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2.  Determine the main idea of each paragraph. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3.  Summarize this passage in 25 words or less. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

4.  After reading Selma to Montgomery, give two examples of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s nonviolent approach to protest. Cite and quote evidence from the 
text to support your answer. Underline the evidence in the text.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Close Reading Check

Directions: Use the passage on the facing page to answer the questions below.

P2

P1

P3

NOTES!

Scoring Rubric

Completed ALL PARTS of the 
task or questi on. Answered 
ALL PARTS with a HIGH 
DEGREE of understanding.

Completed ALL PARTS 
of the task or questi on. 
Answered ALL PARTS with 
an ACCEPTABLE DEGREE of 
understanding. 

Completed SOME PARTS 
of the task or questi on. 
Answered SOME PARTS 
with a LIMITED DEGREE 
of understanding.

No att empt was made to 
complete the task or 
questi on, or the answer 
is unintelligible.

3

2

1

0

The word halted means stopped. I used the appositive following the word to 

determine the meaning. When reading, I should look for appositives to help 

determine the meaning of words.

Civil rights leaders planned a march from Selma to Montgomery to call 

attention to the issue of voter rights. 

The first march ended in violence, but the second led by Dr. King was 

peaceful. Neither reached Montgomery. 

The third march, under government protection, reached Montgomery.

The first two marches from Selma to Montgomery to publicize voter rights 

were halted, one in violence, the other peacefully. The third attempt was 

successful.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. believed in a nonviolent approach to protest. During 

the second attempt to march from Selma to Montgomery the march was 

again halted by law enforcement. In paragraph 2 the author states, that 

to avoid violence, Dr. King “led the protestors in prayer.” King then asks the 

protestors to “go away peacefully.”

21
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I am  _____________________________. I am writi ng  ________________________________ for  

____________________________________ about ________________________________________.

role format

topicaudience

WRITING PROMPT

R.A.F.T. Table

ROLE

AUDIENCE

FORMAT

TOPIC

14
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 Your class has been studying the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and is 

now ready to create a Martin Luther King Jr. exhibit in the school cafeteria. 

For your part in the project, you are going to write an informational article 

about Martin Luther King Jr. Your article will be read by other students, 

teachers, and school visitors.

 Using more than one source, develop a main idea about Martin 

Luther King Jr. Choose the most important information from the sources 

to support your main idea. Then, write an informational article several 

paragraphs long. Organize and support your main idea with details from 

the sources. Use your own words except when quoting directly from the 

sources. Cite the source title when using details from the sources.

Read the enti re prompt to students. 
Reread the fi rst paragraph. 

Help students identi fy the purpose 
for writi ng. 

Have students identi fy their role 
as the writer, the audience, the 
format, and the topic. 

Students complete the 
R.A.F.T. Table as illustrated.
(see completed R.A.F.T. table.) 

Students restate the prompt using 
the frame at the bott om of the 
page as illustrated. 

Reread the second paragraph. 

Students underline or highlight the 
required elements:  

1. develop a main idea about 
the topic

2. organize and support the main 
idea with details from sources

3. use your own words or quote 
from sources

4. cite sources

Understanding 
The Writing Prompt

NOTES!

Student

Students, teachers, and school visitors

Informational article

Martin Luther King Jr.

22
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a student an informational article 

students, teachers, and school visitors  Martin Luther King Jr.   



CONCLUSION

SUPPORTING Detail

SUPPORTING Detail

SUPPORTING Detail

INTRODUCTION  (MAIN IDEA Sentence)

CITE SOURCE

CITE SOURCE

CITE SOURCE

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

MULTI-PARAGRAPH Graphic Organizer
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This graphic organizer provides the 
structure for the multi -paragraph essay, 
arti cle, report, etc. 

It includes an introducti on that contains 
the main idea sentence, three body 
paragraphs with details that support the 
main idea, and a conclusion that restates 
the main idea and summarizes the three 
supporti ng details.
 
Space is provided for three body 
paragraphs in the MULTI-PARAGRAPH 
Graphic Organizer to the left  and in the 
ensuing pages of this portf olio; however, 
students may choose as many or as 
few body paragraphs as needed for this 
prompt. 

Using more than one source in the 
portf olio, students develop a main 
idea sentence about the topic from 
the R.A.F.T. Table as illustrated. 

Students organize and support the 
main idea with details from sources in 
the portf olio as demonstrated. 

Students cite the source for each 
supporti ng detail as shown. 

Students do not complete the 
Conclusion at this ti me. 

The examples we provide are for 
illustrati on purposes. Please work with 
students to develop their own main idea 
and supporti ng details.

MULTI-PARAGRAPH 
Graphic Organizer

NOTES!
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organized a bus boycott 

preached nonviolence 

tried to keep protest marches peaceful 

Martin Luther King used example and the power of his words to make change 

without violence.

“Martin Luther King Jr.”

“Martin Luther King Jr.”

“Selma to Montgomery”

7

12

8

14

12

2



PLAN IT!

STATEMENT / FACT

QUESTION

QUOTE 

ANECDOTE

It was August 28, 1963 when Dr. Marti n Luther King Jr. gave a powerful speech to 
nearly 250 thousand people in Washington, D.C. 

Is it fair that one group of people is treated fairly and another group of people is 
treated unfairly? 

“I have a dream.” 

It was a hot and humid day in late summer. I sat on the shoulders of my father 
looking out over a huge crowd of nearly 250 thousand people.

OPENING TYPES SNAPPY! Opening Examples

SNAPPY! Opening

LINKING Sentences

MAIN IDEA Sentence

INTRODUCTION

SF

?

Q

A
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The Introducti on contains three parts: a 
SNAPPY! Opening, the Main Idea 
Sentence, and a Linking Sentence that 
links the SNAPPY! Opening to the Main 
Idea Sentence. 

 PLAN IT!

It is important for students to learn 
how to write an eff ecti ve opening 
that hooks the reader. 

The table to the right provides 
four SNAPPY! openings types with 
an example for each type. These 
examples are used in every portf olio. 

Students select an opening from the 
Opening Types column that they 
would like to use. 

With guidance, students write a 
SNAPPY! opening in the SNAPPY! 
Opening box as illustrated. 

Students copy the main idea 
sentence from the MULTI-
PARAGRAPH Graphic Organizer on 
the previous page into the MAIN 
IDEA Sentence box as illustrated. 

The linking sentences are the last 
sentences students write. 

With guidance, students write one 
or more sentences in the LINKING 
Sentences box. 

These sentences link the SNAPPY! 
opening sentence to the Main Idea 
sentence so that the paragraph fl ows 
naturally. 

Introduction

NOTES!
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“I have a dream.” 

These are the words of a man who spent his life working for civil rights.

Martin Luther King Jr. used example and the power of his words to make change 

without violence.



READ IT!

CHECK IT!

WRITE IT!

SAY IT!

SNAPPY! Opening

MAIN IDEA Sentence

LINKING Sentences

INTRODUCTION

MAIN IDEA SENTENCEMI

SN
AP

PY
! O

pe
ni

ng

LINKING SENTENCESL QUESTION?

QUOTEQ

ANECDOTEA

STATEMENT / FACTSFINDENT PARAGRAPH
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 SAY IT!

With a partner, students orally 
rehearse the Introducti on using the 
graphic organizer from the left  facing 
page and the frame to the left . 

Teacher monitors oral rehearsal. 

As students orally rehearse, they may 
wish to change some of the wording 
from the graphic organizer to make 
the paragraph fl ow naturally.

 WRITE IT!

Once students are sati sfi ed with 
their oral rehearsal, they write their 
paragraph in the WRITE IT! box as 
illustrated. 

 READ IT!

Students read their introducti on 
aloud to make sure it sounds correct.

 CHECK IT!

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! 
box are aligned to purpose and 
organizati on as detailed in the rubric 
at the back of this lesson plan book.  

It is recommended that students also edit 
for writi ng conventi ons. 

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

Introduction

NOTES!
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 “I have a dream.” These are the words of a man who spent his life working 

for civil rights. Martin Luther King Jr. used example and the power of his words 

to make change without violence. 

Q L

MI



CITE SOURCE

TRANSITIONS Table

In the fi rst place
To begin with
First
For example
As an illustrati on

1 2

PLAN IT!

SUPPORTING Detail

ELABORATE

QUOTE or PARAPHRASE a detail from a source

The author states
The text says
The author says
According to _____________,author

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

BODY
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Body

 PLAN IT!

Students expand the 1st supporti ng 
detail from the MULTI-PARAGRAPH 
Graphic Organizer into a sentence in 
the 1st SUPPORTING Detail box as 
illustrated to the right. 

Students elaborate the 1st 
supporti ng detail with explanati ons, 
examples, personal experiences, 
or details from the text in the 
ELABORATE box. 

Students copy the cited source 
informati on from the MULTI-
PARAGRAPH Graphic Organizer 
as illustrated in the CITE SOURCE 
column to the right. 

Students quote or paraphrase the 
detail from the cited source in the 
QUOTE or PARAPHRASE box. 

The TRANSITIONS Table provides 
various transiti ons students may use 
in constructi ng the body paragraph. 

Column 1  lists transiti ons to be 
used with the 1st supporti ng detail 
sentence in the paragraph.

Column 2  lists transiti ons to be 
used with quoti ng or paraphrasing 
details from the text. 

NOTES!
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He organized a bus boycott.

The purpose of the bus boycott was to protest the unfair treatment of African 

American bus riders.

“This boycott lasted over a year.” “Finally, the Supreme 

Court decided that the bus law was illegal.”

“Martin Luther King Jr.”

7

12



READ IT!

CHECK IT!

WRITE IT!

SAY IT!

,

,

1st supporti ng detail

elaborate

quote or paraphrase a detail from a source

Transiti on

Transiti on

1

2

INDENT PARAGRAPH

ELABORATIONEL

SUPPORTING DETAILSD

TRANSITIONST
QUOTEQ

CITE SOURCECS

PARAPHRASEP

BODY
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Body

 SAY IT!

With a partner, students orally 
rehearse this body paragraph using 
the graphic organizer, the 
TRANSITIONS Table from the left  
facing page and the frame to the left . 

Teacher monitors oral rehearsal. 

As students orally rehearse, they 
may wish to change wording from 
the graphic organizer and try 
diff erent transiti ons from the 
TRANSITIONS Table to make the 
paragraph fl ow naturally.

 WRITE IT!

Once students are sati sfi ed with 
their oral rehearsal, they write their 
paragraph in the WRITE IT! box as 
illustrated. 

 READ IT!

Students read their paragraph aloud 
to make sure it sounds correct.

 CHECK IT!

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! box are 
aligned to purpose and organizati on, 
and evidence and elaborati on as 
detailed in the rubric at the back of 
this lesson plan book. 

It is recommended that students also edit 
for writi ng conventi ons. 

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

NOTES!
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 To begin with, he organized a bus boycott. The purpose of the boycott was 

to protest the unfair treatment of African American bus riders. The text says, 

“This boycott lasted over a year” and “Finally, the Supreme Court decided that 

the bus law was illegal.” (“Martin Luther King Jr.”)
CS

SD EL
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CITE SOURCE

SUPPORTING Detail

ELABORATE

QUOTE or PARAPHRASE a detail from a source

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

PLAN IT!

TRANSITIONS Table

Second
Another
Additi onally
In additi on

Further 
Furthermore
Similarly
Later

1 2 The author states
The text says
The author says
According to _____________,author

BODY
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Body

 PLAN IT!

Students expand the 2nd supporti ng 
detail from the MULTI-PARAGRAPH 
Graphic Organizer into a sentence in 
the 2nd  SUPPORTING Detail box as 
illustrated to the right. 

Students elaborate the 2nd 
supporti ng detail with explanati ons, 
examples, personal experiences, 
or details from the text in the 
ELABORATE box. 

Students copy the cited source 
informati on from the MULTI-
PARAGRAPH Graphic Organizer 
as illustrated in the CITE SOURCE 
column to the right. 

Students quote or paraphrase the 
detail from the cited source in the 
QUOTE or PARAPHRASE box. 

The TRANSITIONS Table provides 
various transiti ons students may use 
in constructi ng the body paragraph. 

Column 1  lists transiti ons to be 
used with the 2nd supporti ng detail 
sentence in the paragraph.

Column 2  lists transiti ons to be 
used with quoti ng or paraphrasing 
details from the text. 

NOTES!
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Martin Luther King Jr. always preached nonviolence.

He wanted people to settle their differences peacefully.

“did not believe in hurting others”
“Martin Luther King Jr.”

8

14



READ IT!

CHECK IT!

SAY IT!

,

,

2nd supporti ng detail

elaborate

quote or paraphrase a detail from a source

Transiti on

Transiti on

1

2

INDENT PARAGRAPH

ELABORATIONEL

SUPPORTING DETAILSD

QUOTEQ

CITE SOURCECS

PARAPHRASEP
TRANSITIONST

BODY

WRITE IT!
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Body

 SAY IT!

With a partner, students orally 
rehearse this body paragraph using 
the graphic organizer, the 
TRANSITIONS Table from the left  
facing page and the frame to the left . 

Teacher monitors oral rehearsal. 

As students orally rehearse, they 
may wish to change wording from 
the graphic organizer and try 
diff erent transiti ons from the 
TRANSITIONS Table to make the 
paragraph fl ow naturally. 

 WRITE IT!

Once students are sati sfi ed with 
their oral rehearsal, they write their 
paragraph in the WRITE IT! box as 
illustrated. 

 READ IT!

Students read their paragraph aloud 
to make sure it sounds correct.

 CHECK IT!

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! box are 
aligned to purpose and organizati on, 
and evidence and elaborati on as 
detailed in the rubric at the back of 
this lesson plan book.

It is recommended that students also edit 
for writi ng conventi ons. 

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

NOTES!
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 In addition, Martin Luther King Jr. always preached nonviolence.  He 

wanted people to settle their differences peacefully. For example, the text states 

that King “did not believe in hurting others” even when his home and churches 

were bombed. (“Martin Luther King Jr.”)
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CITE SOURCE

SUPPORTING Detail

ELABORATE

QUOTE or PARAPHRASE a detail from a source

Title

Page #

Paragraph #

Body Paragraph 4

PLAN IT!

TRANSITIONS Table

Finally
Last
Third
A fi nal example

In the same way
Along with
Of note
On the other hand

1 2 The author states
The text says
The author says
According to _____________,author

BODY
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Body

 PLAN IT!

Students expand the 3rd supporti ng 
detail from the MULTI-PARAGRAPH 
Graphic Organizer into a sentence in 
the 3rd SUPPORTING Detail box as 
illustrated to the right. 

Students elaborate the 3rd 
supporti ng detail with explanati ons, 
examples, personal experiences, 
or details from the text in the 
ELABORATE box. 

Students copy the cited source 
informati on from the MULTI-
PARAGRAPH Graphic Organizer 
as illustrated in the CITE SOURCE 
column to the right. 

Students quote or paraphrase the 
detail from the cited source in the 
QUOTE or PARAPHRASE box. 

The TRANSITIONS Table provides 
various transiti ons students may use 
in constructi ng the body paragraph. 

Column 1  lists transiti ons to be 
used with the 3rd supporti ng detail 
sentence in the paragraph.

Column 2  lists transiti ons to be 
used with quoti ng or paraphrasing 
details from the text. 

NOTES!
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Dr. King tried to keep protest marches peaceful. 

He tried to avoid violence.

led protestors in prayer asked them to return home 

peacefully after a protest march

“Selma to Montgomery”

12

2



BODY

READ IT!

CHECK IT!

SAY IT!

,

,

3rd supporti ng detail

elaborate

quote or paraphrase a detail from a source

Transiti on

Transiti on

1

2

INDENT PARAGRAPH

ELABORATIONEL

SUPPORTING DETAILSD

QUOTEQ

CITE SOURCECS

PARAPHRASEP
TRANSITIONST

WRITE IT!
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Body

 SAY IT!

With a partner, students orally 
rehearse this body paragraph using 
the graphic organizer, the 
TRANSITIONS Table from the left  
facing page and the frame to the left . 

Teacher monitors oral rehearsal. 

As students orally rehearse, they 
may wish to change wording from 
the graphic organizer and try 
diff erent transiti ons from the 
TRANSITIONS Table to make the 
paragraph fl ow naturally.

 WRITE IT!

Once students are sati sfi ed with 
their oral rehearsal, they write their 
paragraph in the WRITE IT! box as 
illustrated. 

 READ IT!

Students read their paragraph aloud 
to make sure it sounds correct.

 CHECK IT!

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! box are 
aligned to purpose and organizati on, 
and evidence and elaborati on as 
detailed in the rubric at the back of 
this lesson plan book. 

It is recommended that students also edit 
for writi ng conventi ons. 

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

NOTES!
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 Finally, Dr. King tried to keep the protest marches peaceful. He wanted 

to avoid violence. Author George Lewis states King led protestors in prayer 

and asked them to return home peacefully after a protest march. (“Selma to 

Montgomery”)

SD
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TRANSITIONS Table

PLAN IT!

I wonder what Marti n Luther King would think of America today?

Peaceful protests can lead to change.

He will long be remembered for his peaceful eff orts to make change.

The dream lives on!

CLOSING TYPES SNAPPY Closing Examples

Restate the MAIN IDEA

SUMMARIZE the Supporting Details

SNAPPY! Closing

In closing
To conclude
In summary
To summarize

In conclusion
In brief
To sum up

As stated,
As noted,
As shown above,

As discussed,
In other words,
Therefore,

1 2

WONDER / QUESTION

MESSAGE / MORAL

POWERFUL STATEMENT 

CLEVER CONNECTIONCC

PS

M

?

CONCLUSION
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Conclusion

 PLAN IT!

It is important for students to learn how 
to write an eff ecti ve closing. 

The table to the right provides four 
SNAPPY! Closing Types with an example 
for each type. These examples are used in 
every portf olio. 

Students restate or paraphrase 
the main idea sentence from the 
Introducti on in the Restate the MAIN 
IDEA box. 

Students summarize the supporti ng 
details from the body in the 
SUMMARIZE the Supporti ng 
Details box. 

Students select a SNAPPY! Closing 
Type from the SNAPPY! Closing 
Table as illustrated by the red circle 
in the fi rst column of the table at the 
top of the page. 

Students create a SNAPPY! Closing 
and write it in the SNAPPY! Closing 
box. 

The TRANSITIONS Table provides 
various transiti ons students may use 
in constructi ng the Conclusion.  

Column 1  lists transiti ons to be 
used with restati ng the main idea 
sentence in the paragraph. 

Column 2  lists transiti ons to be 
used with summarizing the three 
supporti ng details. 

NOTES!
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Martin Luther King Jr. led people with his words and actions.

He will long be remembered for his peaceful efforts to make change.

He organized peaceful boycotts and marches, and always tried to  

avoid violence.



READ IT!

CHECK IT!

WRITE IT!

SAY IT!

,
,

restate or paraphrase the main idea

summarize supporti ng details

SNAPPY! closing

Transiti on

Transiti on
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Conclusion

 SAY IT!

With a partner, students orally 
rehearse the Conclusion using the 
graphic organizer, the TRANSITIONS 
Table from the left  facing page and 
the frame to the left . 

Teacher monitors oral rehearsal.

As students orally rehearse, they 
may wish to change wording from 
the graphic organizer and try 
diff erent transiti ons from the 
TRANSITIONS Table to make the 
paragraph fl ow naturally.

 WRITE IT!

Once students are sati sfi ed with 
their oral rehearsal, they write their 
paragraph in the WRITE IT! box as 
illustrated.

 READ IT!

Students read their conclusion aloud 
to make sure it sounds correct.

 CHECK IT!

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! box are 
aligned to purpose and organizati on 
as detailed in the rubric at the back 
of this lesson plan book.

It is recommended that students also edit 
for writi ng conventi ons. 

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

NOTES!
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 In conclusion, Martin Luther King Jr. led people with his words and actions. 

As noted, he organized peaceful boycotts and marches, and always tried to 

avoid violence. He will long be remembered for his peaceful efforts to make 

change.
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FINAL DRAFT

WRITE IT!
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 WRITE IT!

Students compose their fi nal draft  using 
the introducti on, body paragraphs, and 
conclusion from the WRITE IT! steps on 
the previous pages.

ALIGNMENT TO RUBRIC
• States a clear main idea 

• Well-organized with 
introducti on, body, and 
conclusion 

• Uses appropriate transiti ons 

• Quotes from sources to 
support supporti ng details 

• Paraphrases from sources to 
support supporti ng details 

• (Cites source) 

• Uses appropriate vocabulary 
from sources.  

Final Dra�t

NOTES!
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 “I have a dream.” These are the words of a man who spent his life working 

for civil rights. Martin Luther King Jr. used example and the power of his words 

to make change without violence.

 To begin with, he organized a bus boycott. The purpose of the boycott was 

to protest the unfair treatment of African American bus riders. The text says, 

“This boycott lasted over a year” and “Finally, the Supreme Court decided that 

the bus law was illegal.” (“Martin Luther King Jr.”)

 In addition, Martin Luther King Jr. always preached nonviolence. He 

wanted people to settle their differences peacefully. For example the text states 

that King, “did not believe in hurting others” even when his home and churches 

were bombed. (“Martin Luther King Jr.”)

 Finally, Dr. King tried to keep protest marches peaceful. He wanted to 

avoid violence. Author George Lewis states that King led protestors in prayer 

and asked them to return home peacefully after a protest march. (“Selma to 

Montgomery”)

 In conclusion, Martin Luther King Jr. led people with his words and actions. 

As noted, he organized peaceful boycotts and marches, and always tried to 

avoid violence. He will long be remembered for his peaceful efforts to make 

change.
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PURPOSE &
ORGANIZATION

EVIDENCE &
ELABORATION

CONVENTIONS

TOTAL SCORE

SUBTOTAL

SUBTOTAL

SUBTOTAL

RUBRIC

BODYB

INTRODUCTIONI

NARRATIVE

OPINION

INFORMATIONAL

CHECK GENRE

States a clear main idea, stays on topic

Is well-organized

Has an introducti on and conclusion

Uses appropriate transiti ons

Uses proper spelling, punctuati on, and capitalizati on

Uses correct grammar and sentence formati on

Quotes or paraphrases from sources to support the main idea and 
supporti ng details

Elaborates the main idea and supporti ng details with examples, 
personal experiences, or details from the text

Develops ideas clearly using appropriate vocabulary 
(uses vocabulary from sources)

Style is appropriate for the format and audience
(formal and academic)

READ IT!

CHECK IT!
CONCLUSIONC
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NOTES!

 CHECK IT! 

Students mark up their writi ng using 
the codes from the CHECK IT! box as 
illustrated. 

The elements in the CHECK IT! box are 
aligned to purpose and organizati on 
as detailed in the rubric.

It is recommended that students do a fi nal 
edit for writi ng conventi ons.

Peer editi ng is encouraged once students 
become profi cient with marking up, 
editi ng, and revising their own writi ng.

  READ IT! 

Students read their fi nal draft  aloud 
to make sure it sounds correct.

Place a “1” in the score box 
if the student has met the 
writi ng descriptor. 

Place a “0” in the score box 
if the student has not met the 
writi ng descriptor. 

Total the score.

Rubric
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